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APPLETON VILLAGE SCHOOL 
Notes Home 

For Your Calendar 
6/14 Gr 3-5 to Old Ft Western/State Museum, Augusta 
6/14 Gr K-2 to New Harbor, Hardy Boat Trip 
6/17 Student Activity Award Assembly, Gr 3-8, 9:00 
6/17 K-2 to Boothbay Aquarium 
6/17 2nd Annual Staff vs Wildcat Ambassador Kickball, 

3:15 
6/17 School Committee Meeting, 5:00 
6/18 All-School Assembly, Academic Awards, 1:50 
6/19 Gr 8 Promotion, Slideshow 5:30, Ceremony 6:00 
6/20 All-School Assembly, Volunteer Recognition, 

volunteers arrive at 2:00, assembly begins at 2:20 
6/21 Field Day, Last Student Day for 2018-19, 11:30 

Dismissal  
9/3 First Student Day for 2019-20 

Simply Second News 
Pg 2 

1

Lost and Found 
Please encourage your children to visit the lost and 
found corner in the gym before school ends.  At the end 
of the school year, unclaimed items will be donated to 
charity. 

4th Grade Happenings 
Pg 4 

2

Sunrise 
Once again it was another action-
packed and fun-filled school year here at 
AVS. Have a great summer vacation, be 
safe, and make wise choices. 
  ~ Ms. K Scott  

 

Facilities Committee 
AVS facilities committee has been working 
on a plan to increase safety in the parking 
lot and driveway at the school. 

The draft plan will be presented to the 
school committee on Monday, June 
17th during the regular school committee 
meeting. It will be presented during the 
agenda item under “Reports 7b". 
In addition the draft plan will be shared 
with parents in the lobby on Tuesday 
afternoon, June 18, starting at 2:30. Both 
of these events are open to the public and 
we welcome input. 
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School News 
Battle of the Books 
The Battle of the Books 2018-19 was a success!  What a fine selection of books was read this year.  I am 
already looking forward to next year.  I would like to thank all of the students, parents, and staff 
members that have continued to support this program.  Over the years, our librarian Ms. Vendetti has 
been most helpful.  I would also like to thank Staples for supporting us.  This year they generously 
donated the beautiful paper for the certificates. During the last week of school, we will celebrate with 
our end of the year Battle of the Books event. Have a great summer and keep on reading. – Ms. Scott 
 
...and on that note, for all students who want to get a jump on Battle of the Books reading, the Appleton 
Library has our book lists (grades 3-6)!   Visit the library and ask at the desk! A big thank you goes out 
to Appleton Town Library director, Julie Sells.  – Ms. Vendetti 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Simply Second 
Our favorite time of the year is our visit to the fourth grade classroom for MAINE GAMES! 
The fourth graders had the opportunity to teach us the games they developed and created about the 
state of Maine.  We had fun playing the various games and learning about our interesting and beautiful 
state.  The fourth graders did a wonderful job teaching, creating and explaining their games to the 
second grade students.  WAY TO GO FOURTH GRADE!!!!    
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR WILDCAT AMBASSADORS 
As President of the Wildcat Ambassadors, I wanted to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has 
helped to make this year a success.  Our fundraising efforts included three movie nights, our Original 
Works art fundraiser, Yankee Candle and an amazing Talent Show.  We provided each student with 
their own Appleton Village School t-shirt and celebrated our teachers during Teacher Appreciation 
Week. 

There is still time to join us for our last big event June 17th, Wildcat Ambassadors vs Teachers/Staff of 
AVS from 3:15 to 4:15 PM.  Come show your school spirit and cheer on your favorite team.  We will 
have limited concession available such as chips, candy and drinks all for $1.00.  We encourage you to 
watch our Facebook page – AVS Wildcat Ambassador for all the new stuff coming next year. 

~ Beth Grierson, President of the Wildcat Ambassadors 

1

What a long, slow, spring it's been..... 
But we are ready 
for take off 
now!  Time, 
finally, to get our 
AVS garden 
planted.  Many 
thanks to Union 
Farm Equipment 
for the use of a 

rototiller and to Blaze Ludwick for making the 
arrangements.  Thanks to the entire Ludwick 
family for sacrificing a Saturday morning to get 
the soil prepped and tilled just in time for us to 
get plants and seeds in the ground.   A number of 
classes, big and little buddies and others have 
started seeds inside and they are bursting out of 
their pots, ready for their new homes in the 
garden.  Thanks too to FEDCO seeds for the 
donation of a large quantity of fresh garden seed 
and to the gardeners at CHRHS for a flat of 
seedlings from their greenhouse.  

In the next week, watch the garden take shape as 
many hands get out to plant their crops and tuck 
them in for the season.  As always, if anyone 

2

would like to help maintain this community 
effort during the summer months, please 
contact lillie.vitelli@fivetowns.net.   This could 
be as little or as much as you'd like, one time, 
once a week, once a month, and could include 
weeding, watering, thinning and pest control. 
Bring your kids, splash in the hose, make it an 
outing! Thanks for your consideration!   

 
5th Grade News 
Thanks to all those who attended the Fifth Grade 
LINX Car Race yesterday!  We appreciate so 
many of you coming out to cheer us on!   
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4th Grade Happenings 
Students finished their fun hybrid animals with 
Cindy McGuirl last week. The creations were 
unique and creative! 
Fourth graders will be wrapping up their green 
engineering unit in the next few days. Students 
completed an experiment last week to determine 
which materials are good thermal insulators. 
They tested newspaper, felt, foam, plastic, and 
aluminum foil. They also tested whether the 
material was a better insulator when left in 
sheets and used flat, or shredded. Now that we 
have the results and data, we have started 
brainstorming other materials we think might 
make good thermal insulators. This week we will 
be building solar ovens and picking materials to 
use as the insulator in the oven. All the while 
keeping in mind the environmental impact of the 
material. These young engineers have a lot to 
consider as they move forward with their solar 
oven work.    

1

SPEAKING SPANISH 
First of all, I want you to know what a 
tremendous joy it has been to teach all of your 
children this year. It is so exciting to see the 
growth and language proficiency that comes with 
teaching the same students through the years. 
Each class has built their own culture, that comes 
with their own favorite words, inside jokes, 
favorite songs, and personality. Thank you for 
the privilege of teaching your children. I am 
already looking forward to next year. 
I have asked all my students (except K-1) to keep 
all of their papers and notes for next year. I will 
provide folders for K-1 next year, and all others 

2

should have a binder with dividers. If students 
prefer, I will store their papers over the summer. 
This saves me a lot of repeat copying of reference 
materials. 

I have strongly encouraged students to keep 
Spanish in their brains over the summer. Any 
amount of reading or listening to Spanish will 
make a big difference. I strongly recommend 
using the resources on my school 
website: https://sites.google.com/a/fivetowns.ne
t/avs-spanish/ 

Students in some grades are familiar with 
educational websites used at school and these 
are highly recommended. Current grades 5-7 
have just been introduced to GARBANZO, which 
I anticipate using a lot next year. Grades 3-8 are 
fond of Señor Wooly, which is very educational 
as well as entertaining. Some students grades 5-8 
may enjoy Duolingo. There are some YouTube 
videos which are excellent, such as 
Superbeginner Dreaming in Spanish, and I will 
be adding more to my website this summer. 

I recently discovered the website EPIC, which 
offers online books at many reading levels. You 
can search for books in Spanish, and I plan to 
add a list of recommended ones to my own 
website. At lower levels, you can have the book 
read to you. Much of the website is free, although 
you can subscribe. This is a great source of books 
in both English and Spanish if you cannot get to 
the library. 

I check my email daily in the summer, and 
students or parents are welcome to write with 
questions, comments or issues signing in to 
websites: heidi.karod@fivetowns.net. 

Here are some highlights of recent Spanish class 
activities across the grades: 

Kinder/5th grade - The 5th graders each made 
a tiny book about animals. Last week we visited 
the Kinders and read the books, along with other 
longer books. It was a great experience for all. 
Kinders have also watched an episode of 
Goldilocks and the 3 Bears and met my puppy 
Ana. They find it far more entertaining to speak 
Spanish to Ana than to me! 

Grades 1-3 - We have been learning about the 
22 Spanish speaking countries, looking at flags, 
photos, and learning a little geography. We have 
also had a lot of fun this week doing a virtual 
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field trip to a few countries, using links to parks, museums, volcanoes, airports, archaeological sites and 
more using on Google Street view and satellite images. 

Grade 4 - We have been reading our first short chapter book, titled "Capibara con botas." Ask your 
child to tell you about the ridiculous adventures of Carlos and his special boots. 

Grade 6 - We just wrote our final class story. They are so creative! This one is called "El libra sin 
palabras," or "The book without words." We have been doing a number of different activities to learn 
the new vocabulary associated with our story. They have made so much progress this year! 

Grade 7 has been finishing out the year completing "games" (Shhhh - vocabulary, grammar, listening 
and writing exercises) related to Señor Wooly songs and videos. They have also had the choice of free 
reading. 

Grade 8 - In addition to Señor Wooly and free reading, we are celebrating the end of our AVS Spanish 
studies with a fiesta on Tuesday. Students researched some Mexican food and drink and will be 
bringing some to school for the class to sample. We will discuss what we think about the various food 
and drink. Best wishes to our rising 9th graders in their world languages studies next year! 

¡Buenas vacaciones a todos! Happy vacation everyone! 
 
 

ATTENTION 8TH GRADE PARENTS 
Would you like to give your child the opportunity to experience another culture in a safe way, but not 
spend a lot of money? Consider the Rotary Short Term Exchange Program (STEP) for summers when 
your child is between the ages of 15 to 18.5. The Rotary STEP program is by far the least expensive and 
offers more countries than most other programs. Our local Rotary clubs have arranged many successful 
exchanges that have had a profound and lasting impact on many students. 

Please contact the Joan Phaup (see attached brochure) or me (heidi.karod@fivetowns.net) for more 
information. It's a terrific program!  

 

 
ESEA Application for 2019-20 
Appleton Village School is currently working on the ESEA Application for the 2019-2020 school year.  
Appleton Village School receives roughly $34,000.  Most of this money has been used in the past to 
cover part of the salary of the Title One teacher for providing early intervention in reading and math.  
Any parents or community members who would like to be part of the process, please contact Susan 
Stilwell.  We will be working on the grant application at the end of June. 

An opportunity for public comment on the ESEA application for 2019-2020 will be at the June 17, 2019 
5:00 PM School Committee meeting. 

 

 

Nurse’s Corner 
Reminders for parents/guardians about Recommended & Mandatory Vaccines for School-Aged 
Children, Routine and Sports Physicals, and End of School Year Medication Pick-up. 

Thank you for the opportunity to work with your children and community, as it has been a pleasure! 

Feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns by phone 207-785-4504 or e-mail: 
tracy.smith@fivetowns.net, sandy.fuller@fivetowns.net. 
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Browntail Moth Caterpillar  
Fact Sheet 
 
 
 
 
What are browntail moths and why should I 
worry? 
The Maine Forest Service has seen a recent 
increase in browntail moths. The moth caterpillar 
has tiny poisonous hairs that can cause a skin 
rash similar to poison ivy and other more severe 
reactions in sensitive individuals. People within 
affected areas may be at risk.  
 
What do the caterpillars look like? 
They may reach 1.5 inches in length and are 
brown with a broken white stripe on each side and 
two red spots on the hind end. 
 

 
 
What time of year am I at risk? 
The caterpillars are active from April to late June 
though the hairs remain toxic throughout the 
summer.  
 
Do I have to touch a caterpillar to get a rash? 
No. The hairs break off from cast skins when the 
caterpillars molt. The hairs become airborne and 
are on surrounding plants and grass. 
 
What symptoms can be caused by contact 
with the hairs? 
Direct contact with airborne hairs can cause a 
localized skin rash that may last for a few hours 
up to several days. The rash may be red, bumpy 
and itchy. Certain people may experience a more 
severe form of the rash that may last for several 
weeks. In some cases, the poisonous hairs may 
be inhaled and can cause respiratory distress.  
 

 
What are the possible treatments? 
Treatment is based on eliminating exposure to the 
caterpillar hairs by removal of the hairs and 
treating the symptoms.  
 
Start by taking a shower or cool bath and wash all 
clothing you were wearing outdoors.  A mild rash 
may be treated with over-the-counter remedies. 
Consult your physician if you develop a severe 
reaction to the browntail moth hairs or have 
trouble breathing. 
 
What can I do to prevent it? 
• Avoid places heavily infested by caterpillars. 
• Take a cool shower and change clothes after 

activities where you may come into contact 
with caterpillar hairs. 

• Rake, mow, weed whack etc. when foliage is 
wet to prevent the hairs from becoming 
airborne. Also wear a respirator, goggles and 
coveralls. 

• Dry laundry inside during June and July to 
avoid the hairs imbedding on clothing. 

 
Where can I get more information? 
If you are having symptoms related to brown-tail 
moths, contact the poison center at 1-800-222-
1222, chat online or text POISON to 85511.  
 
For more information, contact your healthcare 
provider or local health center.  You can also 
contact the Maine Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention by calling 1-800-821-5821 or visiting 
the Maine.gov websites below: 
 
Browntail moth Precautions -Maine Department 
of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry: 
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/forest_health/inse
cts/browntail_moth_precautions.htm 
 
Rash info - Department of Education: 
http://maine.gov/education/sh/environmental/brow
ntail.pdf 
 
Browntail moth	webpage - Maine Forest 
Service:	http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/forest_he
alth/invasive_threats/browntail_moth_info.htm	
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What’s so great about STEP? 
It’s affordable: Students and their 

families pay travel expenses and modest 

fees for administration and insurance. 

It’s personalized: Rotarians review all 

applications and suggest matches based 

on interests and preferences.  

It’s for everyone: Anyone aged 15 to 

18⅟2 is eligible.  

It’s flexible: There is no set schedule. 

Families determine travel dates. 

It’s well-supervised: Local Rotary clubs 

oversee exchanges and comply with 

detailed safety protocols. 

It’s powerful: These brief summer 

exchanges change lives. Literally. 

Rotary Short-Term 
Exchange (STEP) 
A Step in the Right Direction 
This low-cost, reciprocal exchange 

program changes lives by enabling high 

school students to live with host families 

abroad and host their overseas “match” 
here in Maine. 

This brief exposure to another culture 

has tremendous impact. Participants 

discover a wider world, gain confidence, 

become more independent and live 

more boldly. Some pursue international 

studies and careers. 

Contact:  
Joan Phaup, Rotary District 7790 
Youth Exchange Chair  
Phone: 207-557-1181 
Email: joan@phaup.net 
Web: www.exchangestudent.org 

 

 
  

 

“I’m going to Tanzania to 
design and build a sunflower 
oil factory for a growing 
village. STEP helped me 
believe these kinds of things 
were possible for a kid from 
rural Maine.” Park: France 

 
 

How to apply: 
• Visit www.exchangestudent.org to 

learn more about short-term 
exchanges and download your 
application 

• Contact Joan Phaup joan@phaup.net 
/ 207-557-1181 for details 

• Complete your STEP application  by 
March 1 of the year you wish to 
travel 

• Have Rotary volunteers visit your 
home to finalize paperwork and 
answer your questions 
 

 

 

“Without STEP, I wouldn’t 
have discovered my passion 
for travel and experiencing 
new cultures.”  Carman: Italy 

 

“I am serving with AmeriCorps 
in Puerto Rico. I doubt that I 
would have believed in myself 
enough to do this if it wasn’t 
for my experience with the 
Rotary STEP exchange.”  
Sawyer: France 

 

 
 

 

STEP’s long history 
 

• In 1927 the Rotary Clubs in 
Copenhagen, Denmark, began 
arranging two-week exchanges 
during school holidays 

• The Rotary Club of Nice, France, 
followed suit in 1929.  

• Today, short-term exchange 
students have 28 countries to choose 
from for their summer adventures. 
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Home & School CONNECTION®

© 2019 Resources for Educators, a division of CCH Incorporated 

continued

Take Learning Outside 
Filled with plants, animals, and other wonders of 

nature, the great outdoors is an ideal learning lab for 
your youngster. Use the activities in this guide to inspire 
him to go outside and play while he builds skills that will 
help him in school.

Read “on location” 
Encourage your child to make connections between 

books and real life with this idea. 
First, have him list outdoor places where the two of 

you can sit and read. Examples: A big rock alongside a 
trail at the park, a bench by the basketball court down the 
street, a picnic blanket under a shady tree in your yard.

Together, find books at home or in the library that fit each 
location. While sitting on a rock with you, maybe your youngster 
will read a story about a mountain-climbing expedition. Boost 
comprehension skills by asking him to think about what he’d 
need to pack for an adventure like the one in his book—perhaps 
trail mix, a water bottle, and a rain jacket. As your child reads in 
each place, let him check it off his list. 

Measure a tree 
How tall is that tree? On a sunny day, head outdoors with a 

measuring tape, and your youngster can use math (and shad-
ows) to find out. 

Stand in a sunny spot while your child measures your shad-
ow’s length (say, 52 inches). Tell her how tall you are, and have 
her divide your height (65 inches) by your shadow’s length 
(65 ÷ 52 = 1.25). 

Your height is approximately 1.25 times the length of your 
shadow, and at the same moment in time, the tree’s height is 
also approximately 1.25 times the length of its shadow! To 

find the tree’s approximate height, help your youngster mea-
sure the length of its shadow, then multiply by 1.25. So if the 
shadow is 672 inches long, the tree is about 840 inches tall 
(672 x 1.25 = 840 inches, or 70 feet). 

Shadows change throughout the day, so what happens if she 
measures the lengths of your shadows at a different time? If 
yours is twice as long as your height (65 x 2 = 130 inches), the 
tree’s shadow will be, too (840 x 2 = 1,680 inches). 

Write haiku 
Butterflies zip by,
playing a wild game of tag.
I wonder who’s “It.”

For a fun way to practice writing, suggest that your child 
try his hand at haiku, or traditional Japanese poetry about 
nature. Lines one and three have five syllables each, and line 
two has seven. 

Let him carry pencil and paper outside when you take a walk 
or go fishing, and look for inspiration. Maybe he’ll spot butter-
flies chasing each other, clouds in the shape of a castle, or a field 
of bright yellow flowers. Have your youngster jot down details, 
then weave them into haiku poems.

Appleton Village School
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Make a crossword puzzle 
Sidewalk chalk and pavement are all you need for this 

activity that boosts your child’s vocabulary and spelling skills. 
Each person chooses a different color of chalk. 

The first player writes down something she 
spots (say, honeysuckle). The next person finds 
something that shares a letter with the previ-
ous word and writes its name crossword-style. 
She might write sparrow starting with the s in 
honeysuckle. The next player could use the 
w in sparrow to add web. 

Keep adding words until no one can think 
of another one or you run out of space. Then, 
spot something else, and start a new crossword!

Observe animals 
Let your youngster pretend he’s a scientist who studies ani-

mals. He’ll build observation skills and work on nonfiction 
writing by creating this field guide.

Sit outdoors together quietly, and have him choose an ani-
mal to observe. In a notebook, your child can write about its 
appearance and behavior. Example: “A squirrel has a bushy 
tail and munches on nuts.” Have him draw pictures and dia-
grams, and add captions to illustrate each entry. 

Tip: Suggest that your youngster add to his field journal 
when he visits other places where animals live, such as the 
zoo or his cousin’s farm. 

Design a play space 
Natural materials like sticks and rocks make great “toys” 

for imaginary play. Suggest that your child gather outdoor 
objects and craft supplies to design a miniature play space. 
She’ll use engineering and creative thinking as she decides 
how to use the items.

For a pretend campground, 
she might duct-tape sticks 

together to build a tent, 
arrange pebbles in a circle 
for a campfire, and use 
twigs for people. Now 
encourage her to act 
out different scenarios. 
Maybe the people will 
sing songs around the 
fire or go for a hike. 
Next, she could make
a beach, a construction 

site, or even an ancient 
civilization.

Outdoor games 
The whole family can play 

outside together with these 
friendly competitions that 
stretch thinking skills.

Category catch. Choose a cat-
egory of objects you might 
find outdoors (say, flowers). 
On each turn, a player tosses 
a ball straight up in the air. 
Quick! Name something in 
the category (rose, daisy, tulip) 

before you catch the ball! If you 
can’t think of one that hasn’t 

been named or if you don’t catch 

the ball, you’re out. When one player remains, that person 
chooses the next category.

Triangle brainteaser. Each player should gather nine twigs 
that are roughly the same length. Then, compete to see who 
can arrange their twigs to form the most triangles. Tip: Look 
for ways to make triangles inside other triangles. Now try 
again with 12 or 15 sticks each. 

ABC scavenger hunt. Have each person write the alphabet 
vertically on a separate sheet of paper. Then, set a timer for 
five minutes while everyone searches the yard for items that 
start with each letter. Note: Players can write an item only 
once, so they’ll need to decide, is that a bucket or a pail? The 
winner is the player who has listed the most objects when 
the timer goes off.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Note to parents: Every day is a great day for writing! 
Hang up this calendar to inspire your child to write stories, 
instructions, persuasive pieces, and more.

Writing Prompt of the Day
M O N T H

© 2019 Resources for Educators, a division of CCH Incorporated

You meet a 
time traveler 
from the 

past. Write a letter to 
persuade him to buy 
(and use) a smart-
phone. 

 Imagine 
you’re invisi-
ble. Write a 

story about a day in 
your life. Where would 
you go, and what 
would you do? How 
could you help people if 
you were invisible?

 

Write about 
a diffi  cult 
choice you 

have made. What were 
your options, and how 
did you decide what 
to do?

Use a board 
game to 
inspire a 

story. Maybe Colonel 
Mustard will solve a 

mystery in Clue, or 
perhaps your 

class will take 
a fi eld trip 

to Candy 
Land.

Invent a 
holiday to 
celebrate 

today. What will you 
name your holiday? 
How will you celebrate? 
Write all about it! 

Uh-oh, 
there’s a 
word short-

age. You get only 10 
words to describe your-
self, so choose carefully. 
Which words will you 
pick?

Choose an 
important 
lesson you 

learned when you were 
younger, and write a 
“how to” story about it. 
Example: “How to Make 
a Friend.” 

Describe 
your favorite 
meal. Choose 

specifi c words so that 
someone who has 
never tried it gets an 

idea of how it 
looks, 
smells, 
and 

tastes.

Think of a 
person who 
was kind to 

you or helped you with 
a problem recently. 
Write a thank you 
note to that person.

Make up a 
math story 
problem 

based on a fairy tale. 
Example: “Three bears 

lived in a cottage. 
If each bear 
invited four 

friends to a party, 
how many guests 
would there be?”

Pretend you 
are starting 
your own 

business. Write the 
script for a 
commercial 
that will 
convince 
customers to 
buy your goods or 
services. 

Pick two 
very diff er-
ent charac-

ters from your favorite 
book. Imagine that 
they’re having a 
conversation, 
and write dia-
logue for 
them.

Onomato-
poeia is 
when a word 

sounds like its own 
name (buzz, pop). Write 
a graphic novel–style 
story, and work in 10 
examples.

Write the 
alphabet 
down the left 

side of a sheet of paper. 
Create a poem in which 
each line 
begins 
with a 
diff er-
ent 
letter. 

What’s a 
chore that 
you do regu-

larly? Write a “help 
wanted” advertisement 
for it. What information 
should your ad contain?

Select an 
interesting 
photo from a 

book, magazine, or 
family album. Now 
make up a story about 
it, with a begin-
ning, a mid-
dle, and an 
end.

Write an 
adventure 
story about 

travelers lost in space. 
What problems do they 

encounter, 
and how do 
they solve 
them?

Write a “Did 
you know?” 
booklet that 

includes fascinating 
facts about your favor-
ite sport, hobby, or 
place. 

Think about 
your most 
valued pos-

session. Use vivid 
adjectives to help 
a reader “see” your
treasure as she reads 
about it.  

Fill in the 
blank: My 
favorite 

thing to do on vacation 
is __. Then, explain the 
reasons behind your 
choice.

Write a letter 
introducing 
yourself to 

a new teacher. What 
should he know about 
you?

Imagine 
you’ve con-
ducted an 

interview with a 
famous historical fi g-

ure. Write a 
news article 
about the 

person.

Rewrite a 
story from a 
diff erent 

character’s point of 
view. For instance, 
retell Peter Pan (J. M. 
Barrie) with Captain 
Hook narrating the 
story.

Imagine that 
you have 
been turned 

into your favorite 
animal. List and 
explain the 
pros and cons 
of your new 
life.

Name a 
cause that 
you care 

about like animal rights 
or the environment. 
Design a fl yer fi lled 
with information that 
will persuade others to 
help, too.

Write step-
by-step 
instructions 

that a kindergartner 
could use to tie his 
shoes. Have 
someone 
test your 
instruc-
tions.

Describe 
something 
you’re an 

expert at. Tell another 
person how she could 
become an expert, too.

Would a kan-
garoo make 
a good pet? 

Write an argu-
ment for or 
against it. Be 
sure to include 
kangaroo facts.

Appleton Village School
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

M O N T H

Writing Prompt of the Day
Note to parents: Every day is a great day for writing! Hang up this calendar to inspire your 
child to write stories, instructions, persuasive pieces, and more.
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Come up 
with a story 
idea that 

would make a good 
movie. Write a sum-
mary of it—and an 
argument for why a 
movie studio should 
fi lm it.

Write a haiku 
about your 
favorite 

sound. A haiku is a 
poem with three lines. 
The fi rst and last lines 
each have fi ve sylla-
bles, and the middle 
line has seven. 

 

What do you 
think is the 
hardest part 

of being a grown-up? 
How does it compare 
to the hardest part of 
being a kid? Explain 
both sides.

Write a 
menu for 
your dream 

restaurant. Be sure to 
include mouth-

watering descrip-
tions of the 
appetizers, 
entrees, sides, 
and desserts.

If you were 
traveling to 
a deserted 

island, what three 
things would you pack? 
Write about what 
makes each one 
important for 
your trip.

Describe a 
stuff ed ani-
mal using at 

least two similes (com-
parisons that use like or 
as) and two metaphors 

(comparisons with-
out those words).

Close your 
eyes, and put 
your fi nger 

on a spot on a map or 
globe. Now open 
your eyes, 
and write a 
story with 
that location 
as the setting.

Write a nice 
description 
of a family 

member that doesn’t 
include the person’s 
name. Can your fam-
ily guess who you 
described?

Create a 
travel bro-
chure for an 

alien from another 
planet visiting Earth. 
What places 
are “must 
see”? What 
does he need 
to know about 
humans? 

On separate 
index cards, 
write in-

structions for diff erent 
boredom-busting activ-

ities that don’t 
involve screen time.

Do a science 
experiment. 
Write 

detailed instructions 
that would allow 
another scientist to 
conduct the same 
experiment. 

Use 
hyperbole 
(extreme 

exaggeration) to fi nish 
this sentence: “The 
fi sh was so big that 
_____.” 

Interview 
someone in 
your family 

about the most inter-
esting thing they’ve 
ever done. Write and 
illustrate a picture book 
about it, and share it 
with the person.

Write about 
a job you 
would like to 

have when you grow 
up. What would your 
typical workday be like?

Explore allit-
eration! See 
how many 

times you can use the 
same beginning sound 
in a single sentence. 
Example: “She shopped 
for shiny shoes.”

Write about 
an event you 
want to 

remember forever. 
Include answers 
to the “fi ve W” 
questions 
(who, what, 
when, 
where, 
and why).

Invent a 
secret iden-
tity for your-

self. What would your 
name be, and 

what super-
power would 
you have?

Make up a 
poem titled 
“If My Day 

Were a Rainbow.” Use 
a diff erent color word 
in each line.

You discover 
a secret door. 

Write 
about 
what you 

fi nd on 
the 
other 
side.

Pretend you 
are running 
for a seat on 

the student council. 
Write a persuasive 
speech about a change 
you’d like to make at 
school. 

Make a card 
for a friend. 
Draw a pic-

ture of him, or glue a 
photo onto the card. 
Include a caption for 
the picture. 

Think of an 
idiom like 
“when 

pigs fl y” or “bite 
off  more than 
you can chew.” 
Write a story 
that explains 
where the saying 
 came from.

What season 
do you like 
best, and 

why? Describe the 
weather and your 

favorite activities 
of that season.

Should 
robots have 
rights like 

people do? Write an 
argument defending 
your answer.

Invent a new 
card game. 
Make up a 

fun name for it, and 
write the rules for 
playing it.

Write a play 
or skit based 
on your 

favorite book, 
movie, or TV 
show. 

Exchange 
writing 
prompts 

with a friend. Each of 
you thinks of three 
prompts for the other. 
Swap and write!

Craft a story 
from a pet’s 
point of 

view. What does the 
pet think about? 
What does it do 
when no one is 
home?
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continued

Be a Reading Star 
2019 EDITION
Your youngster can pick books from the list below and 

start reading! Every time he reads a new book, help him 
fill in the log on page 2. Complete the log, and he’s an 
official reading star! 

Chocolate Milk, Por Favor! (Maria Dismondy) 
When Gabe starts school in America, he speaks only Span-

ish and has no friends. Then during recess he shows the kids 
a cool soccer trick, and his classmate Johnny realizes they’re 
not that different after all. Based on a true story. 

Oops, Pounce, Quick, Run! 
An Alphabet Caper 
(Mike Twohy) 

Follow along from A to Z as 
a dog’s ball rolls into a mouse’s 
house, leading to a wild chase. 

Will the two end up making peace? Perfect for a read-aloud. 

The Book of Mistakes (Corinna Luyken) 
With this story, children will discover that making mistakes 

isn’t always a bad thing. In fact, mistakes can lead to creativity. 
Watch as the illustrations come to life page by page, mixing 
“good ideas” and “mistakes” to create a wonderful, whimsical 
scene.  

Because of an Acorn (Lola M. Schaefer and Adam Schaefer)
What does an acorn have to do with a hawk? Readers can 

find out in this nonfiction book about a forest. Learn how 
plants and animals depend on each other for survival and 
why a little acorn is so important. A glossary lists forest-
related science words. 

The Very Last Castle (Travis Jonker) 
The town where Ibb 

lives has a single castle with 
a guard in the tower. But 
the townspeople think 
there might be monsters, 
giants, and even snakes 
inside. One day, Ibb knocks 
on the door—only to run 
away when she hears a scary sound. Then she gets an invita-
tion to visit and decides to bravely see for herself what’s inside!

Pink is for Blobfish: Discovering the World’s Perfectly 
Pink Animals (Jess Keating)

Forget everything you know about the color pink! It’s not 
just for flowers and “pretty” things. From blobfish to pink 
dolphins and naked mole rats, this nonfiction book contains 
information on all kinds of pink creatures. Your child will 
learn about their diets, habitats, and more. Part of the World 
of Weird Animals series. 

Quinito, Day and Night / Quinito, día y noche 
(Ina Cumpiano)

A little boy named Quinito introduces us to his family and 
his life in this story told in English and Spanish. Readers meet 
his siblings Clara and Juan, and Quinito explains how they’re 
alike and different. Explore how families are made up of all 
kinds of people. Includes a bilingual glossary. 

The Good Egg (Jory John)
In a carton of wacky and wild 

eggs, there’s one good egg. He’s 
always doing favors and good deeds, 
but he gets frustrated that the other 
eggs aren’t “good” like him. When his shell starts to crack 
from all the stress, he takes a break and leaves his carton. He 
finds he needs to take care of himself if he wants to care for 
others, and he even starts to miss the carton! 

Keep a Pocket in Your Poem: Classic Poems and Playful 
Parodies (J. Patrick Lewis)

This collection of classic poems and parodies will have 
readers laughing and perhaps even inspire them to create their 
own silly versions of poems. Enjoy a twist on Robert Frost’s 
“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening,” called “Stopping 
by the Fridge on a Hungry Evening,” and more.

Appleton Village School
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My Reading Log

ReadingSuperstar

1
Title Author

2
Title Author

3
Title Author

4
Title Author

5
Title Author

6
Title Author

7
Title Author

8
Title Author

9
Title Author

10
Title Author

11
Title Author

12
Title Author

13
Title Author

14
Title Author

15
Title Author

Name
is a
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Please note: School dismissal on Wednesday at 1:40 

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S August 26 Teacher Workshop Day - FLEX- Math
1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 August 27 Teacher Workshop Day -FLEX literacy Student Days

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Month Days
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 August 28 Teacher Workshop Day -Principal Aug
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 August 29 Teacher Prep Day Sept 19
28 29 30 31 25 26 27 W W 30 31 Oct 21

Nov 17
Dec 14
Jan 21

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S September 2 Labor Day Feb 15
1 H 0 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 September 3 First Day of School Mar 21
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 September 11 Open House Apr 17
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 13 H 15 16 17 18 19 September 27 Teacher Workshop Day May 20
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 20 21 22 23 E 25 26 June 15
29 30 27 28 29 30 31 October 14 Columbus Day Total 180

October 24 Early Release (11:30) - Parent Conferences
October 25 Teacher Workshop Day Teacher Days

Month Days
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S November 11 Veterans Day Observed Flex 2

1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Aug 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 Sept 20
10 H 12 13 14 15 16 15 16 17 18 19 E 21 November 27-29 Thanksgiving Break Oct 22
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 22 X X X X X 28 November 29 End of 1st Trimester - 57 Days Nov 17
24 25 26 X H X 30 29 X X November 29 T1 Grades Close Dec 15

December 5 T1 Progress Reports Sent Home Jan 21
December 6 Teacher workshop Day Feb 15
December 11 Holiday Concert Mar 22

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S December 20 Early Release (11:30) Apr 17
H 2 3 4 1 December 23 - Jan 2 Holiday Break May 20

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 June 15
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 January 1 New Years Day Total 188
19 H 21 22 23 24 25 16 H X X X X 22 January 20 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
26 27 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 February 17-21 Winter Break

Term Days
March 6 Teacher Preparation Day T1 57
March 6 End of 2nd Trimester - 54 Days T2 54

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S March 6 T2 Grades Close T3 69
1 2 3 4 5 W 7 1 2 3 4 March 12 Early Release (11:30) - Parent Conferences Total 180
8 9 10 11 E 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 March 12 T2 Progress Reports Given to Parents
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 E 18 March 23-April 17 MEA Testing
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 X X X X X 25
29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30

April 17 Early Release (11:30)
April 20-24 Spring Break

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S May 20 Spring Concert
1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 May 25 Memorial Day

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 June 1-12 NWEA Testing
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 E 20
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
24 H 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30 June 12 T3 Grades Close
31 June 17 T3 Progress Reports Sent Home

June 19 End of 3rd Trimester - 69 Days
O = First/Last Day of School 175 Student Days June 19 Last Day of School
W = Workshop Day 183 Teacher Days June 19 Field Day/Early Release (11:30)
H = Holiday 5 Snow Days
X = Vacation Unused Snow Days will be subtracted from the date of the last day of school
E = Early Release (11:30 dismissal)

Workshop Day
1 Math Flex with Melanie Alchronbright Monday August 26

5 Workshop Day 1 Principal August 28 before School
2 Reading Flex with Jane Miller

6 Workshop Day 2 Here and Now- Mental Health
3 Teacher Prep Day August 29

7 Workshop Day 3 Application of Assessment for learning or Differentiation
4 Teacher Prep Day March 6

8 Workshop Day 4 PBIS

 Appleton Village School
2019-2020  School Calendar Approved 3/18/19

Grades K - 8

JULY AUGUST (0)

Student Arrival 8:20 with School Start 8:25

School Dismissal 2:55 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

MARCH (21) APRIL (17)

JANUARY (21) FEBRUARY (15)

SEPTEMBER (19) OCTOBER (21)

NOVEMBER (17) DECEMBER (14)

27-Sep

25-Oct

6-Dec

MAY (20) JUNE (15)
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Appleton Library   

 2916 Sennebec Road    785-5656    appletonlibraryme.org 

Hours: Tuesdays noon – 8 pm, Wednesdays 3 pm - 6 pm,  

Thursdays 10 am - 3 pm & 6 pm - 8 pm, Saturdays 10 am - 1 pm 

 

 
Join Appleton Library’s  

 

Summer Reading 
Program 2019 

 
 
 

June 8th –Summer Reading 
Program Start! 

 
 
 

 
Please stop in and register for Appleton Library’s  

Summer Reading Program 
 
 
 
 

FMI: call 785-5656 or visit Appleton Library 

 

Please join us at Vose Library (392 Common Road, Union) on Wednesday, June 26 from 6-7pm to 
register for the 2019 Summer Reading Program, have a slice of pizza, and meet the staff! You will have 
the chance to set personal reading goals to win a variety of prizes, including 24" and 26" bicycles and 
helmets donated by the Union Masons! Learn more about the child/family programs that are planned 
for the months of July and August for K-7th graders which will include a themed weekly story and craft 
time with visiting Children's Librarian, Kristin Gould and Hands-on Science activities with UMaine 4-
H. The Nature Trail will be open for exploration and play on the third Saturdays of the month with 
Robin Huntley from Dirigo Learning as well! Log your reading time, win prizes, make new friends---
we've got a fun summer lined up---stop in to register at your convenience---we look forward to seeing 
you and supporting your summer-time reading achievements!  www.voselibrary.org (207)785-4733 
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Appleton Library    

 2916 Sennebec Road    785-5656    appletonlibraryme.org 
Hours: Tuesdays noon – 8 pm, Wednesdays 3 pm - 6 pm,  

Thursdays 10 am - 3 pm & 6 pm - 8 pm, Saturdays 10 am - 1 pm 
 

RECYCLED: from the waste bin 
to the wall 

   Artists’ Reception 
  

Thursday, June 20 
4:30 pm – 6:30 pm 

 
 
 

  
 

 
Please join us to meet Appleton and 
surrounding area artists and discuss their artwork. Our	show	
features	the	works	of	Kathryn	Adamsky,	David	Allen,	Peter	Conant,	

Eric	Darling,	Gene	DiLorenzo,	Jackie	Dunham,	Elisabeth	Goodridge,	

Claire	Horne,	Vera	Morrison,	Abbie	Read,	Owen	Shugard,	and	Lisa	

Mossel	Vietze. 
We’ll serve light refreshments.  



 

 

http://www.fivetowns.net/avs June 14, 2019 

18 

 

 

Free	Stop	Motion	Animation		
Week	Workshop	

at	Appleton	Library	with	Deb	Vendetti	
Week	of	July	15th		

Contact	the	Library	(785-5656)	to	register	by	June	15th	
$25	refundable	registration	fee	

Workshop	funded	by	a	grant	from	Maine	State	Library		

An iOS Animation workshop for iPad, iPod, iPhone or 
Sony Camera 

 
Suggested for ages 8+              

 
Prior animation experience is not required!  Learn how to create animated movies using your 
iOS device.  An introduction to the user-friendly software and the basic concepts for 
animating cut paper characters, creating motion and making characters speak.  We will also 
explore the basic concepts for creating line animation, object pixelation and claymation. 
 
Workshop Structure 
We will come together as a group to decide on the scope and content of the project.  
Students may work on one animation as a team, or opt to work with a partner or in smaller 
independent groups and on separate projects.  
 
This project brainstorming session will happen after the initial demo of how the software 
works and what is possible within the bounds of our equipment, materials, student skills, 
student goals, and project timeframe. 
 
 
About the instructor: 
Deb Vendetti is the librarian at the Appleton Village School and part of a teaching team for 
the early language readiness program.  She holds a BFA in Painting and Drawing; graduate 
studies in Photography.  Deb has conducted award-winning animation workshops since 1991 
at the Farnsworth Art Museum; Maine Coast Artists; Round Top Center for the Arts; River 
Tree Arts, Kennebunkport; Lincoln Street Center, Waterfall Arts; and U Maine, Orono.  
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Monthly	Substance	Use	Prevention	Update:	
	

The	Dangers	of	Prescription	Drug	Abuse	
	

Taken	as	directed,	prescription	and	over	the	counter	drugs	can	help	people	get	well.		But	using	

these	drugs	to	get	high,	help	you	study,	lose	weight	or	build	up	muscle	is	dangerous	and	illegal.	
	
Be	Safe!		Don’t	Abuse	Any	Drugs	

• All	drugs	affect	our	minds	and	bodies	in	powerful	ways	

• Getting	high	on	prescription	and	over	the	counter	drugs	is	not	safer	than	using	illegal	

drugs.	

• Prescription	and	over	the	counter	drugs	are	safe	only	if	they	are	taken	as	intended,	

under	a	doctor’s	care.	

	

When	You	Say	No,	You:	

• Protect	your	health.	

• Avoid	addiction.	

• Stay	out	of	trouble	with	the	law.	

• Keep	your	future	bright!	

	

Get	Help	

• If	you	or	someone	you	know	has	a	problem	with	prescription	drugs,	get	help.		Talk	with	

a	health	care	provider,	teacher,	coach	or	family	member.		It’s	never	too	late	to	make	

good	choices!	

	

Taking	prescription	drugs	to	get	high	is	dangerous	–	Just	as	dangerous	as	taking	illegal	drugs.		

And	mixing	prescription	drugs	or	drinking	alcohol	while	taking	drugs	can	be	a	deadly	

combination.		

	

You	can	get	more	information	about	drugs	and	drug	abuse	by	visiting	www.drugabuse.gov	on	

the	internet.	

	

Written	by	Nancy	Calhoun,	JourneyWorks	Publishing,	www.journeyworks.com	

	

	
To	find	out	how	you	can	become	involved	locally,	contact	Wanda	Gamage-Wyman,	Substance	

Use	 Prevention	 Specialist,	 Knox	 County	 Community	 Health	 Coalition	 –	 236.6313,	 Ext.	 2;	

wgamagewymankcchc@gmail.com	 	 Knox	 County	 Community	 Health	 Coalition	 provides	

substance	 use	 prevention	 services	 in	 Knox	 and	 Waldo	 Counties,	 and	 is	 a	 division	 of	 the	

Penobscot	Bay	YMCA.	

	

	


